instrument of justification, but of the justification of the instrument of
justification. To put it another way, James is not concerned with whether or not
faith saves us, but what type of faith saves us. It’s a faith that bears fruit, a
living faith. In James 2:14, James asks, “What good is it, my brothers, if
someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can #hat faith save him?”
He’s speaking of a particular faith—namely a dead faith.7 uses a special article
to say that a specific type of faith won’t save. Our church’s confession
summarizes this beautifully, “Faith thus receiving and resting on Christ and His
righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification; yet it is not alone in the
person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no
dead faith, but worketh by love.”8 We are justified by faith alone, but not by a
faith that is alone.

4. The Timing of Justification
A. 35 - They that are effectually called do in this life partake of justification,

Some have held that the elect are eternally justified. That is, that all whom God
“chose in [Christ] before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4) are justified
from before the foundation of the world. They would teach that even before
conversion, a man is declared righteous by God. They would hold that faith
simply convinces us of our righteousness in the courtroom of our conscience. We
reject eternal justification.

Scripture teaches that before conversion, the elect are “children of wrath” (Eph.
2:3) and condemned when not believing in Christ (John 3:18, 36). It is true that
God decreed justification in eternity passed (2 Tim. 1:9), and that God
accomplished the basis of our justification in Christ’s person and work (Rom.
5:19; 4:25), and that God promises justification I the preaching of the gospel
(Acts 13:38-39; Rom. 8:1), but God only grants justification when we repent and
believe the gospel (Rom. 3:22-25, 28; 10:6, etc.). Paul locates justification after
predestination and calling in the ordo solutis,® “those whom he predestined he
also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he
justified he also glorified” (Rom. 8:30). We believe in order to be justified (Gal.
2:16).

» What are experiential & practical benefits of justification by faith alone?
« Can a person be Christian if they believe they are saved by faith & the
merit of their works?

7 The phrase “that faith” in Greek uses the anaphoric article, referring to the kind of faith just
described—a faith without works.

8 2LCF 11.2

9 Latin for “order of salvation.”
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TBC Q. 35 - What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this
life? A. They that are effectually called do in this life partake of justification,
adoption, sanctification, and the several benefits which in this life do either
accompany or flow from them.

TBC Q. 36 - What is justification? A. Justification is an act of God's free grace,
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only
for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.

Introduction

 On the subject of Justification, Benjamin Keach said, “Other subjects a
minister may preach upon, and that unto the profit and advantage of the people;
but this he must preach, this he cannot omit, if he would truly preach the gospel
of Jesus Christ.”! Martin Luther said, that justification is the article upon which
a church stands or falls.

« There are two doctrines that set the stage for justification: God’s perfect justice
(Ps 7:11-13), and man’s great guilt (Rom. 3:9).

* This moves man to cry out, “How then can man be in the right before God?
How can he who is born of woman be pure?” (Job 25:4).

 The Baptist Catechism Q. 35 establishes that justification, adoption, and
sanctification are enjoyed by those effectually called. It also establishes that
additional benefits accompany or flow from these three; these additional
benefits are assurance, peace of conscience, joy in the Spirit, growth in grace,
and perseverance to the end.2

» We will study justification in two parts. Today we study justification’s
scriptural foundations, and next week it’s polemical defense.

1. The Nature of Justification

A. 36 - Justification is an act of God § free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sight ...

* A word about words. In English, the words justify and righteous have
different roots. However, in both Hebrew and Greek, they are tied to a single
root. Consider Galatians 3:11 for example:“Now it is evident that no one is
justified (dwondm, dikaiod) before God by the law, for “The righteous (dikatog,
dikaios) shall live by faith.” In the NT, the word for justify never refers to

1 Benjamin Keach, The Marrow of True Justification (London: Dorman Newman, 1692), 1 (italics mine).
2 These are listed in TBC Q. 39.






